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Rector Rocovich, Vice Rector Davis, and Members of the Board of Visitors: 

I will keep my remarks brief but wish to convey the sentiment of the faculty on the resolution at 

hand. I am a long-time Hokie, someone who has ardently cheered on just about every team we 

put on the field or court. Many of the highlights of my undergraduate career were experienced in 

Lane Stadium. I know many of my colleagues are passionate supporters of college athletics, 

and more importantly, the student-athletes themselves. Faculty were largely supportive of the 

university’s response to the House settlement, as the revenue sharing directly supported 

student-athletes and was communicated well. Today, I bring you concerns from the faculty 

about the current proposal. 

For years, whenever the issue of faculty salaries was raised, we were told that there was no 

money, and that the university’s hands were tied. We recognize and appreciate the work that 

President Sands and different Boards have undertaken over the years to bring faculty salaries 

up, but we still sit in the middle of our academic peers. Today, we see that when the athletics 

program comes asking, the response is swift and decisive. Years of faculty requests went 

largely unanswered, but within a month, a substantial plan for reinvigorating athletics was 

delivered, a plan that positions us not in the middle of peers, but toward the top. Faculty have 

asked me, when has the Board taken such an action to support faculty when not otherwise 

mandated by state appropriations? 

Over the past decade, while the success of our athletics programs has been uneven, enrollment 

has grown strongly, and faculty research expenditures and grants awarded have gone steadily 

up. The vitality and durability of this institution, the global distinction we seek, is not dictated by 

success on the field of play, but in the classrooms, laboratories, fields, and the communities 

served by the faculty and the students we have the privilege of educating and mentoring. We 

hope the Board will balance the desires for athletic prominence with the necessity of academic 

support and success as it moves forward. 

Thank you. 

 


